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TIPS FOR TOURING HERE AND ABROAD

PICASSO AT MOMA
Collection of sculptures makes for an exhibit that’s not to be missed
By Karen Campbell

N

Picasso’s
“Vase:
Woman.”

GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

EW YORK — As self-taught art
lovers, my husband and I always
make time for gallery and museum visits during jaunts to New
York City, and the Museum of
Modern Art is a perennial favorite. We hit the mother lode with our most recent
trip. MoMA’s new “Picasso Sculpture” (through Feb.
7) is not just a casual encounter with great art but a
total revelation, in and of itself well worth a pilgrimage to the Big Apple.
The largest US museum exhibition of Picasso’s
sculptures in half a century, the exhibit fills MoMA’a
entire fourth floor — 10 sections — with 140 of the
artist’s three-dimensional works. Many are being
shown in the United States for the first time, with
50 sculptures on loan directly from the Musée national Picasso-Paris, whose curator Virginie
Perdrisot helped organize the show with MoMA curators Ann Temkin and Anne Umland. Featuring
works created between 1902 (when Picasso crafted
his very first sculpture at age 20) to 1964, the exKaren Campbell can be reached at
hibit spans nearly the entirety of the Spanish
kcampbell4@rcn.com.
artist’s career. It showcases a remarkable spectrum of stylistic invention and improvisation
involving unconventional techniques and
materials, from traditional media, such as
ceramic, wood, and bronze, to flamboyant
assemblages from scavenged objects — cardboard, children’s toys, metal pieces. There
are portraits of friends and lovers, still life
creations, animals, and eye-popping hybrid figures.
Picasso (1881-1973) was trained as a painter and
didn’t formally study sculpture, which gave him
freedom from the confines of traditional expectations and seemed to inspire a deep pleasure in unfettered experimentation. He sculpted episodically
and kept most of his works in his private collection,
populating his houses and studios like old
friends. Though far less exposed than his paintings, Picasso’s sculptures were tremendously
influential to the development of art throughout the 20th century.
“Bull.”
MoMA offers an audio tour that places many
of the works in context. However, we were more
interested in simply diving in, wandering slowly
from room to room, pausing to revel in the works
that caught our eyes and fired our imaginations.
Each gallery focuses on a specific era of Picasso’s
artistic life, and in each, we saw people circling
around and around the works,
bending down and stretching up
on tip toe to catch subtle, intricate details and fanciful elements.
The exhibit highlights Picasso’s
innovative spirit, ranging from
stark power to charming whimsy.
“Head of a Woman” (1909) vividly

“Chair.”

HERE
RED MEANS ROMANCE IN
KENNEBUNKPORT, MAINE
Indulge in all-things-romantic
in Kennebunkport, Maine, this
winter with Paint the Town Red
events and Red Tag discount
deals at restaurants, hotels, galleries, and shops (Jan. 23-Feb.
29). Enjoy a series of winter culinary events, the second annual Ice Bar at David’s KPT, view
an 8-foot glowing red heart
adorned with Maine lobster
traps in Dock Square, and
more. To win a trip in February
to this self-proclaimed “Most
Romantic Town” in New England, simply share your photos
of why you love Kennebunkport on Instagram using the
hashtag #lovekpt and tagging
@kennebunkportmaine
through Jan. 31. Winner receives a romantic stay for two
at the Kennebunkport Inn including a dinner at One Dock
Prime. 800-573-7186,
lovekpt.com

SAY AHHH AT THE SPA
Still recovering from holiday
festivities? Plan a weekend to
relax and rejuvenate at Mead-

shows in three dimensions the fractured planes and
jutting crags that typify Picasso’s Cubist paintings.
The monumental figures from the early 1930s,
when Picasso lived in the Château de Boisgeloup
outside Paris, suggest the artist’s fascination with
combining male and female qualities. The chilling
“Death’s Head” (1941) reflects the grim period of
World War II — Picasso was one of the few Nazi-designated “degenerate” artists to continue working in
Paris during the occupation. We were especially taken with sculptures from the late ’40s and ’50s, most
created in the town of Vallauris, where Picasso
bought an abandoned perfume factory. Works like
“Baboon and Young” (1951), with a toy car as the
monkey’s head, and “She-Goat” (1950), with its
wicker ribs and udders of ceramic vessels, are both
expertly crafted and accessible.
The vast scope of materials, content, and technique on display in “Picasso Sculpture” make it a
compelling exhibit for kids as well as sophisticated
art lovers. But plan ahead. Timed tickets are required, and only a limited number are available for
same-day visits. Don’t miss this one!

owmere with the Mind, Body,
Spirit Ogunquit, Maine, Spa &
Wellness Package. Check in
with your significant other, gal
pals, or solo and enjoy massage, steam, sauna, and more
at the Roman Spa. Along with
cozy accommodations, the
package includes a one-hour
Swedish massage per person,
additional one-hour treatment
per person of either reflexology
or balancing facial, parking for
one vehicle ($25 per day value),
resort amenity access, wireless
Internet, and extended 1 p.m.
checkout time. Make sure to reserve 72 hours in advance to
ensure spa times. Rates from
$370 per person, two-night
minimum. 800-633-8718,
www.meadowmere.com

THERE
PLAY AT PLAYA DEL CARMEN
You can soon experience the
best of the city and the beach
when visiting Mexico. Newly
opened Thompson Playa del
Carmen, a sophisticated 92room hotel on a lively 2-mile,
pedestrian-only downtown
thoroughfare (with lots of shopping and dining options), is
scheduled to open Beach
House, an intimate Bohemianinspired, villa-style guest experience overlooking the Caribbean Sea. Debuting in early 2016,
Beach House will feature 27
luxury rooms and suites, each
with its own terrace, as well as
a beachfront pool, cabanas, and
casual restaurant and bar. Take
advantage of the grand opening
offer, available to book in Janu-

“Glass of
Absinthe”
is one of
140 of
the artist’s
three
dimensional
works in the
exhibit.

nalists — and Boston Globe correspondents — Patricia Harris
and David Lyon, the book provides valuable information on
all aspects of travel in Europe,
including the tricks and traps
of online booking, finding the
best deals on hotels and airfare,
how to crisscross the continent
by train, low- or no-cost ways to
access the Internet, how to
avoid hidden credit card charges, and even methods to find
and enjoy authentic meals at
every stop. Includes overviews
of the 25 most-visited countries
in Europe with don’t-miss highlights and guidance on creating
itineraries. Available Jan. 6
from booksellers nationwide
and online. $24.95. forthe
genius.com
NECEE REGIS
ary for stays through the end
of March. Rates from $239.
844-823-8100. www.thompson
hotels.com/hotels/thompsonplaya-del-carmen
HOME SWEET ITALIAN HOME
Let’s say you and your friends
have a great idea: Let’s rent a
villa in Italy! Now what? The
villa travel specialists at Homebase Abroad are ready to offer
advice on luxury vacation accommodations — selected for
their amenities, service, value,
and quality of authentic experiences — in Tuscany, Umbria,
Amalfi coast, Lake Como, Florence, Venice, and Rome. Ranging in size from 4 to 20 bedrooms, villas in the collection
include a cook for homemade
Italian meals, maid service,
wireless Internet, and many

feature air conditioning. Complimentary concierge services
helps you discover your village
with customized activities suited to your interests. 781-6394040, homebaseabroad.com

EVERYWHERE
APP PREDICTS WEATHER ON
DRIVING ROUTES
Snowstorms, heavy fog, icy
roads, and other inclement
weather can create hazardous
driving conditions. Now you
can make long road trips safer
with the Weather on Wheels
app. Simply enter a starting location, destination, and start
time, and the app will display
forecasts along your route. If a
storm is predicted, the app will
let you know if weather condi-

tions improve by changing your
start time and/or route. Developed by students at the Conrad
Blucher Institute and the
Coastal Bend Business Innovation Center, both at Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi, Weather
on Wheels combines forecasts
from the US National Weather
Service and route information from Google. Available for iPhone and Android devices. Free.
www.weatheron
wheelshome.com
NEW BOOK OFFERS EU
ROPEAN TRAVEL TIPS
Get a head start on planning your dream vacation with “European
Travel for the Genius.”
Written by veteran
travel and food jour-

